


Greetings to the Citizens of Cuyahoga County: 

 The Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas had a busy and successful year in 2006.   
Our Court is responsible for the adjudication of both criminal and civil cases.

 The Court disposed of a total of 48,310 cases. The Court conducted a total of 751 jury trials and 398 bench trials. 
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court is by far the busiest court in the entire State of Ohio.

 A study by the Justice Management Institute (JMI) was conducted at the request of the County Commissioners. This 
study has resulted in a number of changes in the manner in which the criminal docket is managed. A tremendous col-
laborative effort was undertaken on the part of the 34 judges, the county prosecutor, the clerk of courts, the sheriff and 
the Lakewood and Shaker Heights Municipal Courts. Pilot programs have been instituted to facilitate the early disposi-
tion of the less serious cases so that more time and resources can be focused on the more violent cases which have the 
greatest impact on the safety of our community. It is intended that the pilot program will be expanded to encompass the 
entire county in the future. Another goal of this collaboration is to dramatically reduce the number of days a defendant 
is housed in our county jail. This will save thousands of tax dollars. The Court is ever mindful of our duty to the citizens 

economic downturn and predatory lending practices. A dedicated group of our judges formed a committee to address 
the problem. A case management order was established to expeditiously dispose of the cases. An astounding 16,351 
foreclosure cases were disposed of by our Court in 2006.

 Our Court has expanded its use of videoconferencing to provide testimony in both civil and criminal cases. The video-

who are housed in outlying suburban jails, state prisons and mental health treatment facilities. The county public defender 

and assigned counsel fees for the county. This also addresses a safety concern which arises in transferring an individual 

videoconferencing room has also been used in civil cases to bring the testimony of witnesses to court who are unable to 
appear in person due to distance or physical limitations. All of our judges have used our videoconferencing capabilities 
to improve the administration of justice.

 The year 2006 has been successful due to the collaborative efforts of each of our 34 judges and the more than 450 

am grateful for the contribution of each judge and employee of our Court. I am particularly grateful to Judge Richard J. 
McMonagle who had previously served as the presiding/administrative judge for nine years. He has been a great source 

 The citizens of Cuyahoga County can be assured of the continued fair and impartial administration of justice by our 
Court of Common Pleas.

Very truly yours,

Nancy R. McDonnell
Presiding/Administrative Judge

Presiding Judge
443-8756
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